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2 . GROWTH OF A PEOPLE

SUMMARY

A dozen white men from the British Isles, living as sealers on the islands in
Basg Strait, between Australia and Tasmania, in the first half of the 19th century,
took to wife aboriginal women from Tasmania and from South Eastern Australia.
Living a hard and lawless existenee on these islands they nevertheless built small
huts, planted gardens, hunted scals and gathered mutton birds. They reared
families, sometimes large, of hybrid children. Their descendants, married together
for several generations, ave the Bass Strait Islanders.

Details are given of the growth of this population of di- and tri- hybrids to the
fifth and the beginning of the sixth generation of crossing. The account is
supported by a relatively complete list of people together with dates of birth and
death and such details as will enable their gencalogical relationships to be under-
stood.

Birth and death registers, school admission lists and baptismal reeords have
furnished details which, added to the gencalogics gathered from the inhabitants
on Cape Barren Island by interrogation, have come together to furnish a tolerably
complete recovd of the Islanders up to the year 1939, together with some additional
details and statisties eomplete to 1949,

Today there exists a group of approximately 350 people bearing the hybrid
stvain of the Bass Strait Islanders; most of them are on Cape Barren Island but
many others are dispersed in Tasmania and elsewhere,

In the sixth generation, now beginning, they will tend to become a Tasmanian
x Australian x white trihybrid type whose mean constitution can be expressed by
the formula 22 Tas 6 Aus 36 white,
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This population grew up rather rapidly from an initial group of thirty first
generation hybrids but its rate of inercase scems to be deelining so that by 1960
its numbers may, if present eonditions continue, beeome stabilised at less than
400.  Details are given suggesting that population growth of the Islanders has
followed a trend which ean be expressed in a logistie ecurve of the Pearl-Reed type.

INTRODUCTION

Not often is it possible to obtain information about a whole new human
population, brought into being by hybridisation, with details of their history
sufficiently complete to enable appreeiation of the whole pattern of development,

One of the items of study allotted to the present writer on the program of
ficld sudies of the Harvard-Adelaide Universities Anthropologieal Expedition 1938-
1939, was a survey of the constitution and development in Australia and Tasmania
of the full-blooded and hybrid aboriginal populations. The results of this Expedition
are being published, as opportunities offer, in a series of independent papers.

The present eontribution provides some information on the population, racial
constitution, vital statisties and present status of the Tasmanian hybrid peoples
living on the islands of Bass Straits. Appended is a list of the native pzople of the
Islands and such information as is relevant for the studies made by the Expedition.

This study is part of a larger series of observations made on the constitution
and development of the mixed-blood populations of Australia, J. B. Birdsell was
responsible for physical examinations of the mixed-bloods. TDetails of his work are
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to be published clsewhere. The present writer was concerned with the gathering
of population data and detailed genealogical information, such as is brought together
in this account.

The work was backed by a research grant from the Carnegie Corporation of
New York jointly to the Department of Anthropology at Harvard University and to
the University of Adelaide. Its publication has generously been assured by the
authorities of the Queen Victoria Muscum, Launceston, to whom the members of the
Expedition offer their sinecre thanks.

The visits to Cape Barren Island were made possible through the courtesy
of the Government of Tasmania and the co-operation of the Royal Society of
Tasmania and many interested persons, particularly the late Dr. A, N. Lewis,
who actes as loeal representative for the Expedition. The author extends grateful
acknowledgment of the help of Mr. N, Hill (Commissioner of Police), Mr, C. A.
Ward (Registrar General), Mr, C. I, Willes (Inspector of Social Servvices), Dr. J.
Pearson (Royal Society of Tasmania), Miss . Thomson (Director of the Queen
Victoria Museum), the late Mr. A. L. Meston and Mr. A. H. Collis.

In 1939 and again in 1949 the Expedition was fortunate in enlisting the whole-
hearted co-operation of the late Mr. Julian Clifford Everett, one of the principal
Cape Barren Istanders, and it was due to his organising ability, interest, and
determination that almost every available person on Cape Barren Island submitted
gracefully in 1939 to the inconvenicnces of a physieal examination and to an often
extended interrogation regarding family history, &ec., and came forward again to
assist in checking the information in 1949, The relative completeness of the data
submitted is due to the courtesy of the islanders and their associates and to their
anxiety that even the results of unofficial unions should not go unchronicled. The
officers of the Department of the Registrar of Births. Deaths and Marriages at
Hobart, and on Flindevs Island and the oflicers of the Social Welfare Departiment
gave all assistance in their power to make the visits to the island successful and sub-
sequently collated data to help make the results as far as possible complete.

The present author also is particularly indebted to Mrs. F. I Archer, whose
husband was for many years the Police Officer on Cape Barren Island, and who can
look back on over forty years residence there. Her intimate knowledge of the
people was at our disposal and proved invaluable, :

The first visit to Tasmania was made by Mr. and Mrs. J, B. Birdsell and the
writer, accompanied by Mrs. D. M, Tindale, who acted as recorder, during January
and February 1939. The author subsequenily with the help of the Registrar's
staff began searches in old Birth and Death Registers preserved at Hobart. The
collation of data was hampered by the War, during which both observers were
otherwise engaged on military duties, and it was not till 1947 that all the data-
from registers could be completely ascembled. The records were then, in rough
“form, taken back to the Flinders Group in late Junuary and carly February 1949
for a close cheek., Opportunity was then taken of adding to the study some informa-
tion covering the decade 1939-1949. To facilitate comparison with other phrases
of the work of the Harvard-Adelaide Expedition all the records ave pointed to ike
base date of 31 January 1939,

Presentation of the data in this paper is wholly the work of the present
writer; therefore any deficieneies in it are his own. Any merits it may have owe
much to the co-operation of his fellow researcher, J. B. Rirdsell and the stimulus of
the many discussions which enriched the year and a half of field work shared with
him. Some theorctical aspects of the work of the Expedition on the Tasmanian
people already have been discusscd by Birdsell (1949) in a paper in Volume 11 of
these Records.
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THE HYBRID TASMANIANS OF BASS STRAIT ISLANDS

When Tasmania was settled at the beginning of the 19th ecentury it was found
to be oceupied by a native population of simple hunting peoples, about 2000 in
number, the Tasmanian aborigines., In conflict with the white settlers oceupying
their country, and afflicted grievously by the new diseases unwittingly introduced
by the colonists, the Tasmanians died out, the last one passing less than three-
quarters of a century after the period of aetive colonisation had begun. However
they left behind some hybrid deseendants. From an originally small group of
nine Tasmanian aboriginal women, four Australian aboriginal women and one
Maori woman from New Zealand, who were associated with some twelve white
sealers of North-Western European origin in the Bass Strait lslands in the
early 19th eentury, there grew up a population of rather inbred mixed people who
in 1939 were in the main in the fourth and fifth generations of erossing.

The details of the constitution of this population, its size and distribution is
outlined in the following pages,

DEFINITIONS OF NOTATIONS

The following short notations have been adopted to facilitate the definition of
some of the various crosses encountered:—

Tas .. ... ... ... .. Tasmanian aboriginal person,.
Pre-Crossing { Aus ... ... ... ... ... Australian aboriginal person,
v White L Person of Kuropean descent.
/ F, Tas .. .. ... ... The first generation cross from the union of
a Tasmanian aboriginal woman and a
1st . N
. white of Kuropcan descent,
genet.iltlon F, Aus ... ... ... .. The first generation cross from the union of
hybrids an Australian aboriginal woman and a
\ white of Kuropean deseent.
J ¥, Tas ... ... ... ... The second cross resulting from the union of
i F, Tas and F, Tas.
F, Aus .. ... ... ... The second cross where F; Aus unites with
ond ) F, Aus, '
i 1/ Tas .. ... .. .. The second generation when F; Tas unites
generation 4 4t e o
. with white,
hybrids 7', Aus ... ... ...... The second generation when ¥, Aus unites
with white. ’
F, Tas x F, Aus ... The trihybrid type resulting when F, Tas
\ unites with F; Aus.
F, Tas .. ... ... ... The third generation cross from the union
3rd of F. Tas and F, Tas,
generation ' Tas .. oo v oo When F., Tas unites with '/, Tas,
hybrids *  Tas ... ... ... When F, Tas unites with white,
v/, Tas ... ... ... ... When '/, Tas unites with white.
4th Fx Tas ... ... ... ... The cross resulting from the union of F,, Tas
generation and F, Tas,
hybrids 2 Tas L When 2/ Tas unites with white.
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6 GROWTH OF A PEOPLE

GENERAL APPEARANCE OF A TASMANIAN HYBRID

For the present purpose it is sufficient to indicate that the average Isiander
is of generally sallow complexion; a majority fall within the range of FEuropean skin
colour. The eyes are brown and of rather characteristic appearance. The stature
is moderate, build intermediate. The hair ranges from low-waved to erisply curled;
only a single individual (Plate I fig. 1 and 3) in the 4th generation, who is a
*/,s Tasmanian, appears to present a rather marked degree of segregation of gene
characters considered to be Tasmanian in origin. Text figure 1 illustrates his
descent from five different Tasmanian lines.

A detailed description of the physical appearance and proportions of the
various hybrid’ types must await Birdsell's analysis. The discussion of problems
of anthropometric interest brought to light by our studies are being set out in
detailed studies by him., The range of variation in appearance seems high and
the relatively close line breeding scems to have brought to light some instances
of albinism (Plate I fig. 5) &e. One family line has diminished by reason of a
tendeney to tubereulosis; in the main they secem a healthy community now over-
crowded in the areas upon which they live.

THE WHITE MEN

Some details are available about the white men who contributed to the begin-
nings of the hybrid population of the Bass Strait Islands. White husband of
Nimarana, a full-blooded Tasmanian women was John Thomas (Long Tom). He
had by her three I Tasmanian children. Two of these, a boy and a gir], remained in
the Bass Strait Islands and produced families; a third son left Tasmania and was
not heard from again. Thomas, wife, and two half-caste children are mentioned
in a contemporary document as being on Flinders Isiand in Januavy 1832, Malcolm
(1920) who saw the F, Tasmanian son, Phillip Thomas in 1912, deseribed him as
having light-brown ecves, licht-brown skin and grey curly hair. Plate 1 fig. 7
shows Phillip Thomas and Plate I fig. 6 his I, Tasmanian sister. Nance Mansell
(Thomas),

Henry Maynard, a white scaler, had two aboriginal wives, one a Tasmanian
aboriginal. the other an Australian aboriginal woman from Victoria, long known as
“Granny” to her descendants. She was deseribed as a “real New Hollander 7,
By the Tasmanian woman, who died between 1840 and 1843, he had two F,
Tasmanian children, and by the second wife eleven F; Australians.

Burwood (better known as Smith) had a Tasmanian full blood woman Sarah,
by whom he had five F, Tasmanian children (four of whom lived to produce
families. John, one of these I, Tasmanian sons, is stated to have had * frizzly ”
hair. The portrait of a daughter, Mary Ann, F, Tasmanian, cxists, showing her
together with ler husband, an educated fuli-blooded Tasmanian aboriginal named
Walter George Arthur. Deseendants of a third F; Tasmanian daughter, Fanuny. are
well known in the Nicholls Rivulet District, Tasmania. Tt was Fanny who sang the
only Tasmanian aboriginal songs which have bezen preserved on the gramophone,
Plate 111 fig. 3 shows Fanny (F, Tasmanian) with a white man named Smith
(Plate III fig. 4) either her husband William Smith, or her father Burwood, also
known as Smith,

Sam Bligh, a white man, who is called Blyth or Blythe in the George Town
Death Register, had as wife a Vietorian aboriginal. She had been a cripple from
birth and had a bent right ankle so that she always walked on the front of the toes
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8 GROWTH OF A PEOPLE

of her right foot. By her Sam had two F| Australian daughters, both of whom have
left descendants. One of them, Eliza, was born on Robbins Island, off the North
Woest Tasmanian coast. She was tall and had very fine straight hair. Mr. J. A,
Anderson, after a visit in 1920 wrote of Emma, the other I, Australian daughter,
that she was then 83 years of age, and had quite a long white beard. He had
first seen her in 1865 when, as a youth, he had just arrived on Flinders 1sland. She
was then accompanied by her first son (Henry Maynard, F. Australian). 1t is
of interest to note that the development of a beard, in old age, is characteristic of
Southern Australian aboriginal women of the type called Murrayian by Birdsell
{1949). Perhaps this item of information tends to confirm her designation as an
F, Australian. Mr. Anderson remarked in the same letter that Capt. Bladon
possessed a photograph of Emma; this has not vet been identified.

James Herbert Beeton (Beadon) who died 7 January 1867 at the age of 69
years (George Town Death Register) had a Tasmanian full blood wife. According
to Mr, Barrett, an early white settler on Cape Barren Island, who remembered him,
he was of sallow complexion and came of a family of jewellers, numed Herberts,
in England. Mr. J. A. Anderson in a letter to Bessie Robinson, dated 6 June 1926,
says that he first knew “ Jim Beadon ® in 1865. Jim's Tasmanian wife is referred
to in the letter by name as Emmerenna. Of Henry Beeton, one of the F'; Tasmanian
sons, an old undated photograph is in existence (Plate III fig. 1). This son was
born in March 1838 and lived until 10 December 1913, His photograph may be
compared with a later one published by Maleolm (1920, plate K, fig. 1).

James Everett, an Englishman, had two wives, the first a Tasmanian full
blood, the second a Maori woman, Betty, from New Zealand. His name probably
was an assumed one. When he died 3 June 1876, at 82 years of age, a memorial
card was received by Jane Beeton from his family in England “ who used a different
name ", Plate 111 fig. 5 shows James Everett in old age. An old photograph
exists (Plate 111 fig. 2), of George Everett, his F, Tasmanian son. This photo-
graph shows him as having straight brushed hair and deep-waved beard. There
has been slight contemporary retouching of the eyebrows of George Everett and of
the hair line of James Everett, hut not sufficient to interfere with the value as
records of these two photographs.

Edward Mansell, also known as Edward Sydney, who lived till 25 February
1876 and to an age of T4 years, married a Tasmanian full blood named Judy, also
called Julia. Bishop Nixon (1857, p. 41) deseribed how he formally married them
in 1854. She died at Seal Island of old age. She was known to her grandson,
William Henry Mansell (F. Tasmanian, born 30 August 1864) as Black Judy.
The few spoken Tasmanian words and sentences which the present writer was
able to take down in International Phonetic seript were derived ultimately from
Judy. Comparison with other known Tasmanian vocabularies suggests they may
have greatest relationship with ones from Southern Tasmania, indicating that Black
Judy may have come from that part of Tasmania. William Henry Mansell related
to me how, when he was three years of age Judy and he had fished together. ‘A
man was bitten by a snake. He eried out to Judy who spoke in her language; only
I understood it and translated for her”. She died in July 1867; her death was
reported in the Hobart newspapers giving her age as 60 years.

Scveral other Bass Strait lsland family names appeared on the Islands with
whites who were married to F, generation hybrid women.
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10 GROWTH OF A PEOPLE

Andrew Armstrong, a Scotchman who onee lived at Cape Portland, brought
Jane Foster from Tasmania. She was claimed to be daughter of a full-blooded
Australian woman and a white man named Foster. Mary Armstrong, ¥ Australian
daughter of Andrew and Jane, born 10 February 1854, just 5 years before her
mother’s death, was interviewed by the present writer in 1939. She was a small
“blue-cyed ” lady of 85 years of age, presenting a physieal type charaeteristie of
1 Australians wherever they are met with in Southern Australia.

William Richard Brown, a white shipwright, was born about 1839. He was
brought from Tasmania to Bass Strait Islands by John Riddle when only five years
of age, and at one time used the surname Riddle. He lived at Long Beaeh on Cape
Barren Island with three wives, first an F, Australian, Sarah Maynard, producing
seven children, then with Mary Ann Smith, F, Tasmanian, by whom he had five
children, and finally with Frances Lydia Maynard, F., Tasmanian, by whom he had
a further seven children. There are many descendants.

John Summers, a short-statured Englishman, with a baeckground of some
education, had blue eyes. He was a baker by trade. His first wife was Lydia
Maynard, F, Australian, and his sccond Margaret Smith, F, Tasmanian. Lines
of descendants stem from each of these marriages.

The register of Bass Strait Islanders and assoeiates given in Appendix A
lists a few other white men and some women who have married with Islanders of
later generations and so have contributed to the formation of the di- and tri- hybrid
peoples which are the end products of the intermarriage of these first and sceond
erosses, now continued into the fourth and fifth generations. The first child of
the sixth generation hag lately, 1948, been born.

James Munro or Munroe, a white sealer, who had established himself on
Preservation Island ahout 1821 became known as ‘King of the Sealers’ and
‘Governor of the Straits’. He cultivated vegetables for sale to passing ships,
and had a floek of goats. His Tasmanian full blood wife was Jumbo, by whoin
he is said to have had children, but their fate after Munro’'s death in late 1844 is
not known and for lack of information or of descendants to bear witness they are
not listed or tabulated in the present study.

Meston (1947) considered Bonwick (1870) was in error in reporting half-
easte descendants of Munro., If error there be it is not Bonwick’s but must be
linked with a paragraph in the Launceston Examiner for 29 January 1845 which
says:—

“ About a month since, James Munroe, well known to masters of
colonial vessels as “ King of P'reservation Island®, died at the advanced
age of eighty-two. He had been living for upwards of twenty-three years
on the island “ monareh of all he surveyed”, in a state of the most
thorough independence that mortality can attain. He possessed large
herds of goats, pigs innumerable, and cultivated a small plot of ground
from which he suppliecd himself, and occasionally vessels, with vegetables,
&e. His companion was an aboriginal female, by whom he had a family.
Munroe is supposed to have accumulated money, and before his death made
a will, which is in possession of his relicts on the island, who are but little
acquainted with the process necessary to give legal validity to their
inheritance.”
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12 GROWTIH OF A PEOPLE

Other than for Munro, who seems to have arrived in the Bass Strait about
1822 and whose age is given in the above paragraph as 82 years in 1845, age and
year of birth is known for only four of the whites who founded the Bass Strait
hybrid group, but these four were the prineipal progenitors. The dates range from
1794-1802,

Five of the cight others, for whom no birth date has come down, died early;
it is uncertain whether they died early because they were older men than the others,
or whether they were of the same general age grades. Their early deaths, before
records were kept on the islands, has left us in ignorance.

Assuming that they were at least 20 years of age when they arrived in
Tasmania, the carliest date the ones of known ages were likely to have appeared
on the Bass Strait Islands was between 1814 and 1822,

The ecarliest recorded date of birth of any F, Australian who survived tp
maturity in the Bass Strait area is 1815; the carliest recorded F, Tasmanian in
the area was born in 1821.

In a general way these dates may suggest that despite stories of the killing
of the earliest half-caste children at birth, it was not very long before they were
being permitted to live. It will be recalled that it is normal in the harsh Australian
environment for children to be suckled for up to three or more years and that
infanticide used to be practiced to dispose of subsequent children born too soon,
who could not be allowed to jeopardise their older brother or sister’s prior ¢laim to
life. In owr buffered existence and dependence on the milk of the cow, we are apt
to forget the difficulties attending on the early weening of children at the level of
Palacolithic savages. It is clear that by 1830 F, children were weleome, and by
1840 twenty were living.

THE TASMANIAN WOMEN

Nine Tasmanian women associated with white sealers in the Flinders Island
group are noticed in this study as having given birth to F| Tasmanians. They are
listed in the accompanying data from information gathered from the present day
Islanders.

Of two of these women the native names are still preserved—Nimarana and
Emmerenna, The first name has been written down by the author from the lips of
an Islander, in International Phonetic script as ['Nimorana], and the second occurs
in a letter written by J. A. Anderson, and preserved by Mrs. Bessie Robinson; it
was written by him with the above spelling.

Four other Tasmanian women are remembered by their FEuropean names—
Sarah, Jumbo, Margaret and Judy (also called Julia). Names of the three others
are forgotten by present day descendants,

In the literature a list is available of nine native women who were known
associates of white sealers in 1831. It gives Jackey, Jock, Judy, Kit, Little Buck,
Little Mary, Mother Brown, Sall and Smoker. From another source it is known
that Jock in the above list was a member of the Stoney Creck tribe. She had
been stolen by sealers. Aborigines of that tribe who had been captured by G. A.
Robinson, the Coneiliator of the Tasmanians, during the round-up of natives in
1831, sought news of her as soon as they were encountered.































































































































































