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A HISTORY OF THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS
OF THE MINERAL COLLECTION IN THE
BRITISH MUSEUM

with particular reference to the work of Charles Konig

By W. CAMPBELL SMITH

THE great collections of *“ Books and Curiosities ”’ brought together during the many
years of his long life by Sir Hans Sloane were acquired by the Nation in 1753 under
the terms of his will. Montagu House in Bloomsbury, which with its gardens,
stood on the site now occupied by the buildings of the British Museum, was purchased
to provide, as the Act read, “ one general repository for the better Reception and
more convenient Use of the said Collections, and of the Cottonian Library, and of the
Additions thereto ”’. The Collections referred to were * the Museum or Collection "’
of Sir Hans Sloane and the Harleian Collection of Manuscripts.!

The Sloane Collection contained some 10,000 specimens of minerals and fossils
listed in Sloane’s manuscript catalogues. Relatively few of these are identifiable
today but it is clear that at the time of Sloane’s death no comparable collection was
known in Britain. The mineral collection has been well described by Miss J. M.
Sweet, M.B.E., B.Sc., for 34 years a member of the staff of the Department of
Mineralogy of the British Museum (Natural History).2

Sloane himself laid no claim to being especially a mineralogist or *“ fossilist 2 and
his description of the “ stones, earths, sands, etc. ”’ he brought back from Jamaica
in 1689 was his only mineralogical publication. He may have been familiar, of
course, with ancient ‘‘ lapidaries ” and their folk-lore of charms and remedies, and
perhaps with the far more sensible writings of Agricola (Georg Bauer) of which the
best known, ‘“ De re metallica”’ was published in Basle in 1556. In Sloane’s own
day Bromell® and Linnaeus had proposed classification systems of Minerals. In
England John Woodward, M.D., F.R.S., founder of the Woodwardian Chair of
Geology at Cambridge, had written his ““ Naturalis Historia Telluris ”’ with several
papers referring particularly to minerals and ores of metals (1726), but it is likely that
Sloane paid little attention to it for he had had a violent quarrel with Woodward
at a Council meeting of the Royal Society in 1710 and Woodward had left the
Society because of it.

The collections were moved from Sir Hans Sloane’s House in Chelsea to Montagu
House and the Museum was opened to the public, to a limited extent, in 1759.
James Empson was appointed under-librarian in charge of the Natural History
Department. He had been assisting Sloane with his collections for some years

1 Sweet (Jessie M.). Sir Hans Sloane: Life and Mineral Collection. Part I: Life. Nat. Hist. Mag.,
5, 1935, p. 63, and de Beer (G. R.). Sir Hans Sloane and the British Museum. London, 1953: p. 152.

2 Sweet (Jessie M.). op cit., Part II: Mineral Collection. Nat. Hist. Mag., 5 : 1935, pp. 97-116.

3 Bromell (Magnus von). Lithographiae svecana . . .. 2 pt. Upsala, 1726, and Mineralogie et Litho-
graphica Svecana . . .. Translated into German. 148 pp. Stockholm & Leipzig, 1740. [1st ed. 1730].
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before Sloane’s death and he was an enthusiastic admirer of the collection of ““ Fossils
and Minerals "’ but he could spare only a small part of his time to arrange them in
the room allotted. He reported in 1756, before the Museum was opened, that he
found himself already short of space for the Minerals and was “ reluctantly consider-
ing placing duplicates in the base story .

The published description of the arrangement of the Mineral Room in “ The
general contents of the British Museum . .."" (1761) shows that the * minerals "’
were chiefly in closed cabinets but two tables (i.e. table-cases) displayed the more
attractive mineral specimens.?2

Empson died in 1765 and after his death no one at the British Museum took
much interest in the minerals or in the *“ figured fossils ”’ until after the appointment
in 1787 of Dr. E. W. Gray® as Keeper of the Department of Natural History and
Modern Curiosities.

In the meantime in Western Europe rapid progress was being made in the study of
minerals. Systems of Mineralogy based on the then known chemical characters of
minerals had been published by Wallerius (1747) and by Cronstedt (1758). Cronstedt
had introduced the use of the blowpipe for the chemical identification of minerals
and Torbern Bergmann had initiated the methods of chemical analysis leading “to
the fundamental discoveries of “ multiple proportions’’ by J. J. Berzelius (1814).
In the same period Romé de 1'Isle (1772) and René-Just Hally (1781) had laid the
scientific foundations of Crystallography.4

The famous mining academy at Freiberg in Saxony was founded in 1765 and
Abraham Gottlob Werner® was appointed Instructor in Mineralogy and Inspector:
of Mining there in 1775. His teaching was spread throughout the world by his
pupils, and his classifications of minerals and rocks were widely adopted. =~ Robert
Jameson, Professor of Natural History in Edinburgh, was one of his most devoted
followers and “ was mainly instrumental in introducing the Wernerian doctrines into
Britain .6 7 Other powerful advocates in the British Isles of the teachings of
Werner were Richard Kirwan and George Mitchell in Dublin.5- &

On the continent of Europe the printing of catalogues of the great mineral collec-
tions was quite fashionable at the end of the eighteenth century. Three such

1 At this period rocks, earths, etc., were all placed under the heading of ‘‘ minerals " as well as true
minerals as now defined.

2 British Museum. The General Contents of the British Museum; with remarks. Serving as a divectory
in viewing that noble cabinet. Pp. xii, 103. 8° London, 1761.
op cit. Second edition. xxiii, 210 4 [30]. 12°. London, 1762.

Anon. Brittisches Museum nebst der Beschreibung des beriihmien Naturalien u. Antiquitaeten-Kabinets
des Hrn. Ritters Hans Sloane. . . . Aus dem Englischen nach der neuesten Ausgabe. Berlin, 1764.

3 Gray, Edward Whitaker (1748-1806). He was one of the Secretaries of the Royal Society (1797-
1804). Previous to 1773 he was librarian to the Royal College of Physicians. He graduated M.D., was
elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1779, and he was one of the first associates of the Linnean Society.
Dictionary of National Biography, 23 : 1890, p. 7.

4 First introduced as a name for descriptions and classification of crystals by Moritz Anton Cappeller
in his Prodromus Crystallographiae, published in Lucerne in 1723.

5 Eyles (V. A.). Abraham Gottlob Werner (1749-1817) and his position in the history of the mineral-
ogical and geological sciences. Hist. Sci., 3 : 1964, pp. 102—115.

8 Geikie (Sir A.). The Founders of Geology, 1897, p. 123.

7 Sweet (Jessie M.). Robert Jameson in London, 1793. Aun. Sci., 19 : 1965, pp. 81-116.

Robert Jameson’s approach to the Wernerian theory of the Earth, 1796. Ann. Sci., 23 : 1967,
Pp. 81-95.
8 Robert Jameson'’s Irish Journal, 1797. A#nn. Sci., 23 : 1967, pp. 97—-126.
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catalogues were the earliest works of Romé de I'Isle (1767—73). Werner catalogued
the mineral cabinet of Pabst von Ohain in Leipzig (1791-93),! and Mohs did the
same for the Viennese banker von der Null,?2 while Baron Ignaz von Born had
published in 1790 a two-volume catalogue of the collection of Mlle. E. de Raab.3

It was unfortunate that publishing catalogues was not fashionable also in Britain.
It is known that in 1794 there were half a dozen fine collections of minerals in England,
but of printed catalogues all we have is one of the collection of Philip Rashleigh of
Menabilly by himself, and a catalogue of the diamonds in the collection of Sir
Abraham Hume by Count Bournon (see below p. 240).%

The birth and growth of chemical mineralogy in Sweden and of crystallography
in France seems to have attracted little attention in England until near the turn of
the century. Then, in 1799, two important collections of minerals were acquired
by the British Museum; the first important additions to the Collection since the
foundation of the Museum.

One of these collections was a small one of 868 specimens but it consisted of choice
specimens. It was bequeathed to the Museum by the Rev. Clayton Mordaunt
Cracherode, one of the Trustees, and it was accompanied by a catalogue following
the System of Linnaeus. The other collection was that of Charles Hatchett, F.R.S.5
Its purchase for £700 followed a recommendation made by a committee of which the
members were Sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Charles Greville and Mr. Philip Rashleigh.
The committee remarked on the lack in the Museum of good British minerals and
gave it as their opinion that “ a systematic collection of minerals is much wanted in
the British Museum . The committee stated that the collection of about 7,000
specimens consisted of crystallized minerals classified under nine headings: ““ bitu-
minous, ores, volcanic products, systematic strata of rocks, strata of rocks of the
Hartz arranged by Lasius,® strata of rocks, arranged by Voight (sic),” and strata of
rocks of Transylvania collected by Fichtel ’.# It also included a fine set of Russian
minerals from Count Apollos de Moussin Poushkin.?

Lastly the Committee reported that “ Mr. Hatchett is willing to undertake with

1 Werner (A. G.). Ausfiirliches und systematisches Verzeichnis des Minevalien-Kabinets des . . . Herrn
K. E. Pabst von Ohain. 2 vols., Freiberg & Annaberg, 1791—93.

2 Mohs (Friedrich). Des Herrn J. F. von der Null Mineralien-Kabinet . . . als Handbuch der Orycto-
gnosie . . . gemacht von F. Mohs. 3 Abth. Vienna, 1805.

3 Born (Ignaz von). Catalogue méthodique et vaisonné de la collection des Fossiles de Mile. Eléonore de
Raab. Par Mr. de Born. 2 vols., Vienna, 1790.

4 Bournon (Jacques Louis de). Catalogue raisonné des diamants dans le cabinet de Siv Abvaham Hume,
Bart., . . . 4to, London, 1815.

5 Hatchett (Charles) (1765-1847). An eminent chemist. He was elected F.R.S. in 1797, was a mem-
ber of the short-lived British Mineralogical Society (1799—1806) and of the Linnean Society. He resided
at Belle Vue House in Chelsea, a mansion built by his father in 1771. It stood at the west corner of
Beaufort Place, now Beaufort Street, and in 1829, commanded “ beautiful views of the Thames and the
distant Surrey hills ’. See Thomas Faulkner’s History of Chelsea, 1829, in which is a portrait of Hatchett
facing p. 89, vol. 1. The Linnean Society has a marble bust of him in its Apartments. )

¢ Lasius (Georg Siegmund Otto) (1752-1833). Published Beobachtungen tber d. Harzgebirge . . .,
2 vols., Hannover, 1789—90.

?Voigt (Johann Karl Wilhelm) (1752-1821). Born at Allstadt in Weimar, 20th February, 1752.
Published various works on the minerals of Weimar, Thuringer Wald, Ilmenau Bergbau, etc. Died
1st January, 1821, at Ilmenau. . )

& Fichtel (Johann Ehrehreich von) (1732-95). Published Beyirag zur Mineralgeschichle von Sieben-
bitrgen, 2 vols., Nuremberg, 1780; also Mineralogische Bemerkungen von den Karpathen, Vienna, 1791;
and Mineralogische Aufsdtze, 1 vol., 1794.

% A manuscript list of this collection is preserved in the Department of Mineralogy.
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assistance . . . to arrange the collection systematically and wishes to retain permis-
sion to take for analysis small portions from specimens not yet analysed; a copy
(of such analysis) to be sent to the officer in charge . . . ; and to assist in correcting
errors [in classification] he may thus disclose .

It seems that all these recommendations were agreed to by the Trustees. The
collection was purchased! and Hatchett assisted in arranging it. It was in the
course of this work that Hatchett, in the summer of 1801, noticed and borrowed for
analysis a specimen from Connecticut sent by John Winthrop to the Royal Society
in 1734. It proved to contain a new element which Hatchett named Columbium,
after Christopher Columbus, and the mineral containing it is now named Columbite.2

All three mineral collections, Sloane’s, Cracherode’s, and Hatchett’s were now
united in the Mineral Room, Gray selecting from the Sloane Collection suitable
specimens. In this he was assisted no doubt by Hatchett, and, in 1803, he was
authorized by the Trustees to engage Count Bournon?® to give further help and to
work on the catalogue.

Bournon helped Gray to examine the mineral collections including the specimens
‘“ scattered and lost in the dust of the basement ”’ (see abovep.238). Gray*reported
“ that he added to the catalogue, preserved useful specimens, lotted and made a
catalogue of the duplicates, and consigned the rejected specimens to burial in the
garden .

On 27th December, 1806, E. W. Gray died. He was succeeded by Dr. George
Shaw?® and on 1gth February, 1807, an assistant was appointed. This was Charles
Konig who took charge of the collection of minerals and “ figured fossils ’. His
full name was Karl Dietrich Eberhardt Konig.® Born in Brunswick in 14744, he had
been a student at the University of Gottingen, and had come to England at the end
of 1800, already a botanist of some experience, to arrange the collections of Queen
Charlotte at Kew Palace. Later he became assistant to Jonas Dryander, librarian
to Sir Joseph Banks. In 1805 he became co-editor with Dr. John Sims? of the
Annals of Botany to which he contributed seven papers in 1806 and 1807. He had
also translated from several European languages botanical papers, and in 1807 a

! With funds provided by the Major Arthur Edwards bequest. See Edwards (Edward), Lives of the
Founders of the British Museum, London, 1870, p. 443.

2 See Sweet (J. M.), op. cit., 1935, pp. 115-116.

8 Jacques, Louis, Comte de Bournon, was a French Royalist refugee, a pupil of Romé de I'Isle, and an
enthusiastic mineralogist. He had been in England since 1794 and he had worked on three well-known
English collections of minerals, namely those of Sir John St. Aubyn, Sir Abraham Hume, as mentioned
above, and the Right Honourable Charles Greville. He was the first Foreign Secretary of the Geological
Society of London, 1810-13. \

See Lacroix (A.). Figures des Savants, Paris, 1932, vol. 1, pp. 169-176; also in Mém. Acad. Sci. Inst.
Fr., 60 : 1931, pp. vii—xiii and lxxxiii-lxxxvi.

4 The Trustees authorized an auction of 2,000 specimens in 1803. The sale realized £258 13s. 8d.
Gray reported that Bournon had been very helpful. He was paid £50. (Report of 5th August, 1803.)

5 Shaw (George) (1751-1813), had entered Magdalen College, Oxford, at 14 and graduated in 1769.
He studied medicine in Edinburgh for three years, returned to Oxford and was appointed deputy lecturer
in botany. He took his doctorate in medicine in 1787. He was elected F.R.S. in 1789 and in 1791 was
appointed under-librarian under E. W. Gray in the Department of Natural History. Like Gray he took
part in the founding of the Linnean Society and he became one of the Vice-Presidents. Dictionary of
National Biography, 51 : 1897, p. 436.

8 Kénig or Konig. The British Museum Catalogue of Printed Books indexes him as Koenig. In the
Dictionary of National Biography his name appears as ‘“ Konig or Kénig”. He always signed his
museum correspondence as ‘“ Charles Konig *’ without the umlaut and this is the spelling followed here.

7 Sims (John), 1748-1831. F.R.S. One of the original members of the Linnean Society.
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translation by him of C. P. J. Sprengel’s *“ Introduction to the study of Cryptogamous
Plants . . . 7’ was published.

Thus up to the time of his appointment to the Museum his work and interests had
been mainly botanical but it was now to mineralogy, and later to palaeontology, that
he turned his attention. On his appointment Konig was at first instructed to spend
two days a week on preparing a ““ hand catalogue ”’ of the minerals and, later (May),
to spend ““ the whole of his time, on preparing a descriptive catalogue of the con-
solidated collections of Sloane and Hatchett . . . following the new emendated
system of Werner . He received a further instruction (1oth February, 1809) “ to
make distinct catalogues of all the different collections as presented by any individuals
(such as the Rt. Hon. Lord Grenville has recently presented (from Peru)) and to
incorporate them also in the general catalogue .1

By the end of the first year, 1807, he had catalogued the contents of 55 drawers,
about one quarter of the collection, and in the summer of 1808 we read of him
“ selecting from the minerals deposited in the basement story such specimens as he
thought proper to be preserved in the General Collection .

In spite of an interruption in this work, referred to below, he reported in December,
1809, that ““ he has nearly finished his catalogue and commenced a revision of the
same ... "

This catalogue is not very informative, and Konig cannot have had time to give
the specimens more than a cursory examination. It was written on loose sheets
which Sir Lazarus Fletcher, Keeper of Minerals, had bound up in two volumes in
1903.

The exhibited parts of the Collection, in Room VIII on the first floor of the House,
as it was in 1808 is briefly described in the first edition of the ““ Synopsis "’.2 Miscel-
laneous minerals and rocks, the ‘“local ’ collection, were exhibited on shelves in
cases round the room. Case I contained “a collection of Derbyshire minerals,
formed by Mr. White Watson,3 partly arranged according to the succession of strata
in which they are found . Case 5 contained ““ Siberian minerals "’ [probably from
the Moussin Poushkin collection]; cases 8 and 9, “ Volcanic Productions from
Mounts Vesuvius, Somma, and Aetna ”’ [probably Hamilton collection]; and case 10,
“ Rock Stones from Germany, shelf 1-4 from the Hartz, 6 and 7 from Saxony
[Hatchett Collection]. Two tables (cases) displayed “ the valuable donation of
Mr. Cracherode ”’, and on part of table 2 ““ Various articles chiefly selected out of the
Sloanean Collection ’; and in Division 8 Meteoric Stones. Another meteorite, the
Pallas iron, Krasnojarsk, presented by the Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg
in 1776, was exhibited in case 13 as “ a large cellular mass of native iron, with much
of the olivine-like substance, from Siberia *’. In addition to the exhibited specimens,
“ a much more extensive series arranged according to Werner’s system of mineralogy
in 210 drawers is in imposts round the room "

While this work of cataloguing was going on the chance came in 1809 quite

1 A manuscript catalogue of this collection, 189 specimens chiefly ores, is preserved in the Department
of Mineralogy.

2 Synopsis of the Contents of the British Museum, 1808.

3 Watson (White), Derbyshire geologist, Published in 1811 ** A delineation of the strata of Derbyshire
. ... from Bolsover . . . to Buxton ".

HIST. 3, 8 248§
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unexpectedly for the Museum to acquire another mineral collection of great repute.
The Rt. Hon. Charles Francis Greville (1749-1809), second son of the first Earl of
Warwick and a nephew of Sir William Hamilton, died suddenly in April 180g. His
mineral collection has been mentioned above in connection with Bournon’s work on
it. It was in Greville’s house in Paddington Green. Bournon had said that it
““ was far superior [to the Museum collection] and indeed it was reputed as good as
any on the continent of Europe .

Greville left no will nor had he made any provision for the preservation of his
collection as a whole. Konig lost no time in recommending the Trustees to acquire
it, writing to Sir Joseph Banks about it on 24th April, 1809. On 5th February, 1810,
by which time the collection was advertised for public sale, he wrote again proposing
through Mr. Planta, the Principal Librarian, a scheme for the arrangement of three
separate collections: oryctognostic [i.e. mineralogical]; British minerals arranged in
cases by counties; and Technical, adding: ““ should the Trustees think it convenient
to purchase the matchless collection of the late Mr. Greville . . . the plan proposed
or any modification of the same ought with the assistance of the collections already
formed easily be executed . The Trustees acted promptly and on their petition to
Parliament, a committee was appointed ““ to examine the collection and to put a
value on it ’.! The committee reported that the collection was ‘“ equal in most,
and in many parts superior, to any similar collection which any of us have had
an opportunity of viewing in this or other countries”. On the report Parlia-
ment voted a special grant and the collection was bought for £13,727 (22nd May,
1810).

The collection contained about 20,000 specimens and included a collection formed
by Baron Ignaz von Born (1742—91) of Prague, which Greville had purchased for
£1,000.2 The cut stones in the collection had been sold separately. On the other
hand the collection contained fragments of seven meteorites, one, Tabor, acquired
with the von Born collection.3

Count Bournon who had worked on the Collection for some 12 years (see above,
P- 240) now made great efforts to persuade the Trustees to put him in charge of the
Greville collection, and its removal from Paddington Green to the Museum but it
appears that Konig was opposed to this and he undertook the removal of the
specimens himself.

In a minute of the Trustees of 26th June, 1810 they gave instructions: “ that the
gentlemen who are entrusted with the making of an inventory of the minerals
purchased from the late Mr. Greville be directed not to make any alteration in the
arrangement of the classes without a special report to a meeting of the Trustees and
receiving the sanction of the meeting on such report”.

! Extracts from the Journals of the House of Commons. 26th March, 1810, in Acts and Votes of
Parliament velating to the British Museum . ... London, 1814, pp. 97—-100.

2 This collection was accompanied by a manuscript catalogue which is still preserved in the Department
of Mineralogy. No catalogue of the Greville Collection as a whole has survived. History of the Collec-
tions contained in the Natuval History Departments of the Byitish Museuwm, 1904 : 1, pp. 359, 416 and 424.

2 This meteorite and others in the Greville collection were those on which Edward Howard (and Count
Bournon) made their * Experiments and Observations on certain stony and metallic substances which
at different timesare said to have fallen on the Earth, . ..". Phil. Trans. R.Soc., 1802, pp. 168—212. A
few further notes on meteorites added to the collection in Konig’s time are given in Appendix IT (p. 259).
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Konig made a list of the contents of each drawer and laid it before the Trustees on
13th July, 1810. Unfortunately these lists have not been preserved.

He reported that over and above the 14,800 specimens counted ““ a number of
specimens, on account of their [large] size, were not added to the collection, as also
a quantity of rubbish which Mr. Konig has not yet found time to examine ”. He
records that he has discussed with Sir Joseph Banks the arrangement of the collection
of minerals just acquired by the Museum and has devised a satisfactory plan. He
added that this “may be deemed preferable to the scheme lately proposed by
M. de Bournon, of forming two collections of the same kind, the one for the man of
science and the other for the stupid gaze of the visiting vulgar .1

Count Bournon, who one must remember was very put out at not having been
appointed to take charge of the Greville Collection, seems to have taken a poor view
of the way the collection was handled. He is reported to have said that the tickets
placed in the trays [by himself] were displaced even during the valuation. He also
remarked that Greville, in the last four years of his life (i.e. after Bournon had
ceased to work for him) had turned out a great number of scientifically interesting
specimens to make room for others he had recently bought from Mr. Heuland.2
The specimens removed were, according to Bournon, consigned to a garret or out-
house and probably were never replaced.

To return now to the rest of the mineral collections.

While still awaiting any move to acquire the Greville Collection Konig reported
(December, 1809) that he had commenced an arrangement of a geological collection
“in the second table of the mineral room which at present contains agate vessles,
cups, etc. . . . and that he had retrieved from different parts of the House (Montagu
House) several well preserved specimens of volcanic products from Mount Vesuvius .
Earlier he had reported retrieving a chest containing similar products from Mount
Etna.3

Early in 1810 Konig had asked for the Saloon*to beallotted to the Mineral Collec-
tions and now, when the Greville collection was acquired, he proposed to “ add to it
such specimens from the old collections as are wanting in that lately purchased by the
Trustees . . . The species were to be arranged according to a ‘‘ natural order
founded on external characters; not, however, without consulting the chemical
composition of the substances as far as convenience would admit ’. This was a
modification of Werner’s System. He set about a new catalogue on these lines and
submitted to the Trustees sheets of the catalogue for Platina and Gold (7th December,
1810). These have not been preserved.

The Trustees seem to have beenalittle anxious about the proposed incorporation in
the Greville collection of specimens from the earlier collections of Sloane, Cracherode,

”»

1 Quoted from an appendix to papers read (at the Linnean Society) at the Banks Celebration on
Thursday, 17th June, 1920. Proc. Linn. Soc., 1919-20, 132nd Session, supp., pp. 20-21I. .

2 Heuland (John Henry), (1778-1856), the fashionable mineral dealer, who about this time had
established his business in London.

Russell (Sir Arthur), Mineralog. Mag., 29 : 1952, PP. 305—405.

3 Probably from Sir William Hamilton’s collections presented between 1767 and 1779.

4 The Saloon was a large room facing north approached through the Vestibule at the head of the main
staircase on the first floor of Montagu House. The Mineral Room originally allotted was a smaller room
approached through the Saloon on its west side. A plan of the rooms on the first floor is shown in
‘“Lives of the Founders . . .”, op cit., p. 325.
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and Hatchett and Mr. Konig is enjoined to take ““ especial care before they are
mixed to distinguish by marks affixed to each specimen the particular collection to
which each belongs ”. (gth March, 1811).

Konig got the Saloon for his minerals and began moving them in during 1812 but
in the following year, after the death of Dr. Shaw, he was given charge of the whole
of the Natural History Department with the rank of under-librarian (1gth August,
1813). He had only one assistant, Dr. W. E. Leach,! to help him with all the
zoological collections. Nevertheless the minerals seem to have remained his chief
interest and he missed few opportunities of bringing to the notice of the Trustees
any important collections that came on the market. In 1814 (19th September) he
submitted the catalogue of the collection of the Marquis de Drée? to the Trustees
and recommended its purchase later that year (11th November). It was declined,
probably because the Trustees had in mind the purchase of the library and collections
of Baron von Moll of Munich. Sir Joseph Banks, writing to Sir Charles Blagden,3
20th February, 1815, tells him ““ Baber and Konig are treating for the purchase of
Baron Moll’s library and, if they are successful, there will be no funds available for
Drée’s collection at the British Museum **.4

Konig went with H. H. Baber, Keeper of Printed Books, to arrange for the trans-
port of the books, herbarium, and minerals of the von Moll Collection® from Munich.
On his return (8th May, 1815) Konig reported that the collection contained many
minerals of great scarcity especially from Salzburg and the Tyrol. Konig had also
been authorized to spend up to £100 on the purchase of specimens and he reported
having expended about half this amount with Frischholz of Munich.

In 1816 (8th March) Konig reported on two other collections; those of M. Rempasse
and of the late Baron Franz Colestin von Beroldingen of Hanover and the Palatinate.

Of the Rempasse Collection he reported that it contained *“ nothing new or other-
wise worthy the acceptance of the Trustees with the exception of the suite of Orbi-
cular Granite and the Porphyry both of which are remarkable ”. On the other hand
he made a very favourable report on the Beroldingen collection which had passed
to the late Baron’s nephew, Count Joseph Iglase von Beroldingen, the Wiirtemburg
Minister in London. “ Mr. Konig remarked particularly on the specimens of quick-
silver ores which bore numbers referring to F. C. Beroldingen’s * Bermerkungen auf
einer Reise durch die Pfalzischen und Zweybruckschen Quecksilber-Bergwerke ’
(1778).” Heuland, who was asked by Konig to examine the collection, valued it at

! Leach (William Elford) (1780~1836), F.R.S., 1816. See Dictionary of National Biography,32 : 1892,
Pp. 311-312; also below p. 250.

2 Drée (Etienne Gilbert) Marquess. Catalogue des objets raves et précieux formant les huits collections
.« . qui composent le Musée minéralogique de M. le Marquis de Drée. Paris, 1814.

The collection was purchased later by Henry Heuland and incorporated in his own collection. See
Russell (Sir Arthur), op cit. supra., p. 396.

3 Blagden (Sir Charles) (1748-1820), F.R.S. Physician. Secretary of the Royal Society, 1784.

4 Dawson (Warren R.). The Banks Letters. London, 1958. Nos. 320, 321, 324 and 325 (1815),
p- 98. Also in earlier letter from Banks to Konig, gth October, 1814, ibid. p. 509.

®The von Moll Collection was purchased for £4,768 including contingent expenses out of funds
bequeathed by Major Arthur Edwards originally intended to provide a building for the Cottonian
Library. The bequest was for £7,000. Lives of the Founders, op. cit., 1870, p. 11. The Edwards
bequest also met the cost of the Hatchett mineral Collection. Lives of the Founders . . ., op. cit., pp. 26,
305 and 443. For another reference to this bequest, see Acts and Votes of Parliament Relating to the
Byitish Museuwm, . . .. London, 1814, p. 101.
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£800 at least. The collection was accompanied by a two-volume catalogue in
manuscript. This Mr. Konig “ placed on the table for the inspection of the Trustees .
Thecollection was purchased in November, 1816. It contained between 12,000 and
14,000 specimens.!

The next notable acquisition was the collection of Vesuvian and other minerals
and rocks made by Teodoro Monticelli, Professor of Chemistry at Naples. The first
boxes arrived in May, 1823, and Konig does not seem to have been over enthusiastic.
“ Duplicates over and over again ”’ he comments in his private diary.2 Fletcher,
however, writing in 1904 says: “ Many of the best specimens of crystallized Vesuvian
minerals now in the Museum came as part of the Monticelli collection ”’.3 The
collection was accompanied by a manuscript list in the handwriting of Professor
N. Covelli.

News of another important addition to the collection was received in 1823 but the
specimens were not actually moved to the Museum for six years owing to shortage of
suitable space. Mr. Konig noted in his diary on 27th May, 1823, “ Mr. Planta has
received a note from Sir Everard Home in which he informs him the King has
presented the Hartz Minerals to the Museum . This was the collection of Hartz
Mountains minerals which had been presented to the King, and which was housed
at Kew Palace. Kew Palace was shut up in 1818, and there is a note in Konig’s
diary on gth August, 1820, that he * wrote to the Duke of Cambridge?® about the Hartz
collection of minerals at Kew ”.

Fletcher in the “ History of the Collections "’ has described this collection as
consisting of “ choice specimens . . . the large groups of calcite and of pyrargyrite
being especially fine .5 The collection was not reported as an acquisition until
1828 and the Trustees gave instructions that the specimens should be moved as soon
as the new building is ready (see below, p. 249). The move from Kew was made in
1829.% They were placed in upright glass cases on the eastern wall of the Long Gallery.”

This was the last important collection of minerals to be presented or purchased for
the Mineral collections during Konig’s lifetime but there was a steady stream of
acquisitions of selected specimens year by year and there was a great improvement
in the standard of specimens purchased. The most important of these are described
in the “ History of the Collections "’ (1904).

11In the Lives of the Founders (op. cit., p. 26), the collection is listed under notable acquisitions as:
“ The Beroldingen Fossils ”’ and, taking this to mean ‘‘ Figured Fossils ”’ the Author quite wrongly
describes it as ‘‘ the only considerable acquisition made in this department, between Brander’s gift of
fossils gathered from the London Clay) in 1766, and the purchase of the Hawkins’ Collection in 1835 .

2 Part of a private diary of Konig’s has been preserved. It covers only the period from 9th July,
1816 to 1st May, 1825 with a gap from 16th December, 1817 to 28th June, 1819. The entries are very
brief. A manuscript copy was made in 1942 by Dr. Herbert Smith and it is from this copy that the
occasional extracts from the diary have been taken. The notes are in English but the more private
entries are in German script and are sometimes almost undecipherable. (G.F.H.S., 1942).

3 History of the Collections . . ., 1 : 1904, p. 362.

4 Adolphus Frederick, 7th son of George III, 1774—~1850. He, like his brother the Duke of Sussex,
had studied at Géttingen.

5 History of the Collections . . . 1 :1904, p. 363.

¢ A note in Lives of the Founders (op. cit., p. 29) records the presentation in 1829 of the ‘‘ Hartz
Mountains Minerals. ~Collected at various periods and by several mineralogists. This fine cabinet of
minerals was for a considerable period preserved at Richmond ”’. Here ““ Richmond ™ is an error for
“ Kew ",

7 Synopsis of the Contents of the British Museum, Edit. 26, 1832, p. 157.













































